ANT 292     Exploring World Cultures:  

 Environmental Justice
Spring 2009     MWF 9:00–9:50     SB 209

Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor
Office hours: Mon. & Wed. 3:15—4:30, Tues. 11:00—12:00 and by appointment 
Office: SB 100 F (inside archaeology lab)  

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
Exploring World Cultures is a new anthropology course at UNCW designed to teach students about the anthropological research methods of ethnography (“writing about a people”) while surveying a specific theme or culture area. Critical questions will be raised regarding how research data is gathered, analyzed, represented, and shared in the writings of cultural anthropologists. This semester’s focus is on the Environmental Justice movement. We will read and discuss three recent ethnographies that address many critical concerns within this international mobilization of protest and action.  
In recent years, Environmental Justice groups around the world have emerged from the coming together of social movements organizing around environmental issues. The ways in which people work together to protect themselves and their natural resources against environmental degradation produced by processes and problems of globalization, economic underdevelopment, poverty, racism, sexism, and climate change is an important area of interest in cultural anthropology and ethnography. 
Covering work from a wide range of rural, urban and tribal settings, the course will focus on the social, economic, political, and cultural dimensions of environmental crises and pay specific attention to intersections of race, gender, and class.  Through the writings of cultural anthropologists working in the areas of applied anthropology and environmental policy, we will learn how communities seek justice, equity, accountability, and sustainability by opposing power structures that hinder reform and regulation.
Required Books
Melissa Checker Polluted Promises: Environmental Racism and the Search for Justice in   
a Southern Town  (New York University Press, 2005)
Suzana Sawyer  Crude Chronicles: Indigenous Politics, Multinational Oil, and Neoliberalism in Ecuador (Duke University Press, 2004)

Stuart Kirsch  Reverse Anthropology: Indigenous Analysis of Social and Environmental 
Relations in New Guinea (Stanford University Press, 2006)

Grading and Requirements
Exam 1, Feb. 2




20%

Exam 2, March 2




25%

Final Essay, May 4




30%

Attendance & Participation



20%

On-line assignment, March 23


  5%
The two exams are in-class and will consist of a variety of objective questions, including true/false, multiple choice, fill in the blank, and short answer questions. Exams will be based on lectures, class discussions, and the assigned book. Exam 2 will not be comprehensive. It will only cover material since the previous exam. 
The final exam is a take-home essay (8 – 10 pages) and will consist of one essay question selected by you from a choice of several. Your essay will cover all three ethnographies, integrating ideas from each. It will be due on Monday May 4 and you will have two weeks to complete it.
Class will not meet on Friday March 20. You will be given a short assignment to complete and turn in on the following Monday. (To be determined: a written response to a streaming video or other material on the internet…)

You are required to be an active participant in this course. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected. There will be a sign-in sheet for every class meeting. I reserve the right to drop anyone with chronic absenteeism. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. You will not be given credit for tardies or early departures. Cell phones are not allowed in class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. 
It’s very important for you to complete the reading assignments as they are scheduled and finish each book before the week we discuss it in class. Class discussion of books and other in-class exercises will figure heavily into your participation score. Lectures and discussions will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. Taking good notes is also necessary as I will present a large amount of material that is not in the books. If you miss class, you should get notes from a fellow classmate as I do not make my lecture notes available. I encourage you to visit me during office hours or by appointment whenever you feel the need. 

Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind are not tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse…)  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm
Schedule: Readings, Important Dates, Key Topics 
Jan. 9 — Jan. 30  
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES
race and environmental racism, Civil Rights, environmental law, resource mobilization, culture identity and collective action, activist consciousness, new social movements, industrial pollution & toxic waste sites, poverty and unemployment

Mon. 1/12
begin reading Polluted Promises by Melissa Checker  


Mon. 1/19  
MLK holiday 


Mon. 1/26 through Fri. 1/30 class discussion of Polluted Promises 


Mon. 2/2  
Exam 1
Feb. 4 — Feb. 27  
GLOBALIZATION, NEOLIBERALISM, INDIGENOUS POLITICS 
land rights, economic development, modernization, debt, indigenous rights, agrarian reform, biodiversity reduction, deforestation, oil industry expansion, multinational corporations, hydrocarbons and energy policy, women’s issues & eco-feminism

Mon. 2/9 
begin reading Crude Chronicles by Suzana Sawyer

Mon. 2/23 through Fri. 2/27 class discussion of Crude Chronicles
 

Mon. 3/2  
Exam 2
Mar. 4 — April 27  ISSUES, CRISES, AND ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE LENS OF THE LOCAL
water rights & water contamination, mining, colonialism & neocolonialism, political violence, refugees, disasters & disaster capitalism, spiritual ecology, religion and magic as indigenous analysis of environmental relations, cargo cults and culture change

Mon. 3/9 through Fri. 3/13  Spring Break


Wed. 3/17
on-line assignment handed out

Fri. 3/20
no class meeting, Dr. Alexander will be attending the Society for 

Applied Anthropology (SfAA) annual meeting in Santa Fe, NM. 


Mon. 3/23  
on-line assignment due in class
 

Mon. 4/6
begin reading Reverse Anthropology by Stuart Hirsch 

Fri. 4/10   
Easter Break


Mon. 4/20 through Mon. 4/27 class discussion of Reverse Anthropology; final essay questions handed out Mon. 4/20, due Mon. 5/4 
